
7 WAYS PHILANTHROPY 
CAN ENGAGE DATA FOR 

SOCIAL GOOD

Funding social data projects through grants enables
organisations to innovate and scale projects.

T R A D I T I O N A L  
G R A N T M A K I N G

C R E A T I N G  E N A B L I N G  
E N V I R O N M E N T S

Funding social data infrastructures and capacity
building, undertaking advocacy, and convening

stakeholders across sectors to explore solutions for
fairer and safer data use can spur growth of the field. 

Foundations can leverage their social capital and
use their extensive networks to help coordinate and

align different actors to form new partnerships.

A S  A  
C O N V E N O R

Donating datasets and pro bono data analysis expertise
to foundations and non-profits is an emerging

philanthropic practice within the private sector. 

D A T A  
P H I L A N T H R O P Y

Integration of data and analysis methods, like AI, into
operations is helping improve effectiveness and reduce

costs for foundations throughout the grant-making process.

I N T E G R A T I N G  D A T A  
I N T O  O P E R A T I O N S

New datasets created unilaterally or in
partnerships help provide evidence to influence

funding decisions, programme design, and policy. 

S U P P O R T I N G  
N E W  D A T A S E T S

Open data platforms to show who is funding what help
identify gaps and opportunities, track progress, and

explore successes to improve grant-making. 

S U P P O R T I N G  O P E N  
D A T A  P L A T F O R M S

Read the full report here. For more info, contact jordan.junge@sociallinnovationexchange.org

https://www.socialinnovationexchange.org/insights/six-funders-node-retreat-strategic-foresight

